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MLK DAY OF SERVICE 

 

(Crystal and Elias sorting books at our MLK Day of Service Flea Market hosted 

by the Strawberry Mansion Learning Center in conjunction with ENG (Non-

Profit)  

On January 16, 2017, the Strawberry Mansion Learning Center 

in conjunction with ENG (non-profit) and DonCARES of Philadelphia 

hosted a free flea market for members of the Strawberry Mansion 

community.  Community members received free clothes, winter coats, 

books, and much more.  Starting at eight in the morning, members of all 

three organizations shuffled into the Strawberry Mansion Learning 

Center bringing boxes of donations and helping to organize the 

traditional learning center into a flea market.   

Founder and President Donovan Forrest posted his reflections on MLK 

Day in 2016.  “One year ago today DonCARES of Philadelphia was 

merely an idea, a desire to do well, a post on LinkedIn with a one word 

mission statement: advocating for youth while promoting education. In December of 2015, I scrambled to 

launch a program that was so dear to affect youth, and positively me, an organization that would directly in 

North Philadelphia. My twitter account that had twenty followers was my platform for explaining our launch. 

A RECENT 
SUCCESS 

We are humbled and honored to be chosen 

to be awarded the Community Organization 

Award by Temple University’s Chapter of 

Black Law Students Black Excellence Gala 

for our work in the community. 

 

The Gala will be held on February 25, 2017 

and will cost $20.  Please contact Temple 

University BLSA to get tickets.     

 

A huge thank you to all who support our 

mission, those who encourage us, and tell 

us to keep going. Also, thank you to 

everyone who has dedicated their time, 

money, efforts, and abilities to ensure we 

impact our community in a positive way.   
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#January18th #Watch out #Doncaresphila I wanted to launch on MLK Day of 2016, and I worked hard to do 

so. However, our site where we wanted to host workshops told us that we should take our proposal back and 

edit it, and perhaps resubmit it for a day later in March or April. I was discouraged, but I did not give up. We 

were inactive for a few months after that, and then in April 2016, I felt the need to move forward with our 

cause. 

Fast forward, a year later and we will have a successful MLK Day. On January 16, 2017, we will co-host a flea 

market, a neighborhood clean-up, and a public speaking contest with youth in Strawberry Mansion, 

Philadelphia. We will be in collaboration with two additional non-profits, The Strawberry Mansion Learning 

Center, and ENG (Non-Profit) in Philadelphia. Patience, hard work, and dedication will make this happen. 

There is power in not giving up. I'm forever thankful.”  

 “I Change Myself, I Change the World.” 

 –Gloria Anzaldua 

 

PROMOTING EDUCATION 

In January, 2017 board member Janae Rockemore a recent 

Temple University Graduate and current candidate for the Miss. 

Philadelphia Scholarship Pageant led a public speaking workshop 

at the Strawberry Mansion Learning Center.  She taught the youth 

members at SMLC about the importance of projecting your voice 

and speaking with confidence.   

Janae describes herself as a an effervescent woman with an 

ardency for education the arts and advocacy for the youth.  Since 

her joining of DonCARES of Philadelphia in October, 2016 Janae 

has embodied the founding principles of a DonCARES mentor 

which are care and consistency.   

Janae’s passion for education as well as youth mentorship has 

inspired many including Donovan Forrest.  He says  “Janae’s 

professionalism and care for all she comes into contact with make 

her a heck of a team player.” Great job completing your degree and 

best of luck in your future endeavors Miss Rockemore!    
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BOOTS ON THE GROUND 
 

In January, 2017 DonCARES of Philadelphia began their academic 

tutoring sessions at the U School in North Philadelphia.  The U School is 

an innovative high school that was founded by Principal Neil Geyette in 

2011.  Founder and President Donovan Forrest enjoys tutoring his 

eleventh grade mentee Kat G. at the U School.  When asked about his 

experience mentoring, he states “Mentorship in our community is crucial. 

Our community’s future lies in the relationships that we as positive adults 

have with our children.  It is those relationships that cultivate each 

student mentee’s sense of self-esteem, importance, and self-worth.  When 

they see you doing it, they believe they can too.”   Donovan states that 

“this is just the beginning.” Board members David, Crystal, Kaya, Trey, 

and Dominique are set to start tutoring in February.   

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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ABOUT US:   
 

DonCARES of Philadelphia is a community organization of college students of color from the 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania area who strive to better themselves through community service, 
education workshops, and who have a desire to give back to their community.  Members advocate for 
youth by pledging to become a mentor and an advocate to inner-city youth and by promoting 
education through educational workshops in inner-city schools. We currently serve the North 
Philadelphia area. 
 
DonCARES of Philadelphia is organized to support Philadelphia school aged  students, educators and 
families in Lower North Philadelphia, a neighborhood of underserved, below the poverty guideline, 
largely minority population. DonCARES of Philadelphia will train only college student of color 
mentors to work with elementary and secondary school students, encouraging school attendance, 
scholastic achievement, choosing college or vocational track, and valuing education as a way out of 
poverty and crime and as a  viable career choice.   
 
 
 
 

Follow us  
on social media:  
 

Facebook/Instagram: 
@doncaresofphiladelphia 
 
Website: 
www.doncaresphila.org 
 
Blog:  
www.doncaresphila.wordpress.com 

http://www.doncaresphila.org/
http://www.doncaresphila.wordpress.com/

