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"We Got You"(Our Message to the Students We Serve)

As community activists in North, Philadelphia are at grips with Temple University as 
they threaten to build a multi-million dollar football stadium in the heart of North 
Philly, DonCARES of Philadelphia Mentors trek the five block walk in the snow to 
visit their high school student mentees. "Many of the youth we serve have never had 
a mentor in their lives." DonCARES President says. "For high school students at our 
community school to see college students of color come in to see them on a 
consistent basis is mind-blowing for a lot of them."   

Many of America's children feel as though the world has given up on them. For 
minority students, it's a lot worse. From Parkland, Florida to the U School at 7th and 
Norris Street in the shadow of Temple University, students are struggling to have 
their voices and concerns heard.   

"The message we want the students we serve to get is that: "we see you, we hear you, 
and we got you," Forrest says. "Historically speaking, formal education has always 
been a way out of chains both figurative and literal. When America chooses to 
abandon our children by forcing them to learn in environments that are not conducive 
to safety, learning, and growth, we abandon them. It's a simple message that says 
"We don't care about our youth." As college students of color, DonCARES of 
Philadelphia Mentors share and can relate to a lot of the struggles of living below the 
poverty guideline while pursuing a high school diploma. 

Cohesiveness between college students and younger students in our community is an 
important aspect of self-advancement. "When we combine our gifts and talents as 
older students and use it to help our youth we can make a positive and lasting 
impact," Forrest says. Currently, DonCARES of Philadelphia is wrapping up 
programming for the 2017-2018 school year and looking forward to what's in store 
next school year.  

By Donovan Forrest
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Impacting the Future

On March 9th DonCARES of Philadelphia Board Members, 
Donovan Forrest and David Ford had the opportunity to 
speak to five classes at Microsoft's School of the Future in 
West, Philadelphia.  What started as an information 
session for DonCARES' Mentoring Program turned into a 
more in-depth discussion on what it meant to be black and 
a college student in America.   

David Ford, a soon to be college graduate from Temple 
University and educator stressed the importance of 
countering traditional stereotypes of what it means to be a 
young black male pursuing a high school diploma. 
"How many people in this room know Meek Mill?"  Ford 
asked a group of young men in Ms. Conquest's Spanish 
Class at the high school. 
"Now, how many people in this room have heard of Lil 
Yachty?" Ford continued as the whole class rose their 
hands at the sound of the famous millennial rapper's name. 
 "How many people know about Lil Uzi?"  Ford continued. 
 What about Martin Delaney?  After his last question, the 
whole class was silent.  

"What about Martin Delany?" 
That's the problem. Ford exclaimed. "They don't want you to 
know the ones who paved the way for you to be where you 
are today.  They want you to know the rappers, the athletes, 
the basics.  And they aren't going to teach you your history 
either.  You have to read and find out."  During their 
conversation with the high school students in West, Philly 
both Forrest and Ford expressed the importance of gaining a 
formal education after high school. "Whatever it is, continue 
to gain an education, Always remember that education is to 
liberty as wheels are to a vehicle that's determined to move 
forward to take it seriously," Forrest responded to a student's 
earlier question on why they don't want to get an education 
after high school. 

Striving for Success

The cornerstone of our mission is to 

promote the academic success of all 

students who connect with our 

organization. Students matched to a 

mentor will be closely guided not only 

in their personal and professional 

pursuits but in their educational 

careers as well. 

A match that we are proud of is that 

between our Vice-President Trey 

Reynold's and his mentee Albert.  The 

two scholars have been matched since 

last school year and have developed 

an admirable bond.  Below Albert is 

working on an algebra assignment 

with Trey's assistance.   



Kitchen Wars
Food products produced by

animals include milk

produced by mammary

glands , which in many

cultures is drunk or

processed into dairy products

(cheese , butter , etc .) . In

addition , birds and other

animals lay eggs , which are

often eaten , and bees

produce honey , a reduced

nectar from flowers , which is

a popular sweetener in many

cultures . Some cultures

consume blood , sometimes

in the form of blood sausage ,

as a thickener for sauces , or

in a cured , salted form for

times of food scarcity , and

others use blood in stews

such as jugged hare .
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Congrats Shayla for  
earning February Mentor of the Month! 
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ALso, congrats Joel for  
earning February Mentor of the Month! 
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Upcoming Events

3/23/18 The Bare Neccessities: A Resume 

Workshop for High School Students

4/6/18 Defending Liberty: A Interactive 

Workshop w/Penn Law

4/26/18 Kenderton Elementary School Career 

Day

4/27/18 Paul Robeson High School Career Day
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